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A CHANGE NEEDED IN COUNTRY
SCHOOL METHODS.

Address by Dr. John Graham Brooks, of

Cambridge, Mass., Before the Recent

Conference for Education in the South.

Look with me into an average
school-house. Its arithmetic, its
geography, its penmanship, its book-
keeping, its reading-book appeals to
the imagination of the farmer’s
child, are still dominated by clerk
and trading point of view.

DISCONTENT WITH COUNTRY LIFE.

As one listens to the teaching, it
is as if the one object were to create
discontent with the ceuntry life; to
make every bright boy and girl hate
their surroundings. The instruction
gseems to assume the failure of the
farm life. The inexhaustible charm
and resource of the country has no
part in this teaching. It is the more
surprising because a body of the
richest material for object lessons
has now been gathered. Methods of
instiuction have been perfected and
popuiarized so that no excuse is at
hand. Forestry, horticulture, the
physiology of plant life, chemistry
us applied to the “intensive culture,”
carry with them an interest and en-
thusiasm 1that applied science rarely
fails to inspire. This is no longer
doetrinaire speculation; the proofs
are before us in many places, that
these things may be taught with tell-
ing effect to youth of average parts.
Grasses, flowers, trees, fertilizers,
soils, the preparation of foods, open
up a world of enchantment that
might transfigure country life.
COUNTRY SCHOOL METHODS OUT

DATE.

What can be said for a copy-book
schooling which gives the rustic no
fitter ideal than the spruce clerk of
the city store, that gives him neither
mastery nor joy in his work, that
shuts out every delight which easy
and now accessible science may lend
to life upon the farm? “Education
the great remedy.” Yes, but that
kind of education that trains to ef-
fectiveness and pride in the tasks one
has to perform; otherwise, it is not
education, but balked and disfigured
life. The truth about instruction in
the rural districts is that it is as
much out of date as the spinning-
wheel or the whale-oil lamp. The
conditions of vigorous growth in
transportation and large industries
are now known. The machine is
torn out and cast aside three and
even four times in a single genera-
tion. To keep old machinery is to
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“TPeople are still

FIGHT WILL BE BITTER.

Those who will persist in closing
their ears against the continual ree-
ommendation of Dr. King’s New Dis-
covery for Consumption, will have
a long and bitter fight with their
troubles, if not ended earlier by fa-
tal termination. Read what T. R.
Beall of Beall, Miss., has to say:
“Last fall my wife had every symp-
tom of consumption. She took Dr.
King’s New Discovery after every-
thing else had failed. Improvement
came at once and four bottles en-
tirely cured her. Guaranteed by all
Druggists. Price 50c., and $1.00.
Trial bottles free.
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be beaten in the race. The necessity
of the readjustment of ways and
means in education is at least as
great, but the teaching of the coun-
try school lumbers on as absurdly
out of relation to the new needs
there as the coach of other days to
the exigencies of modern travel.

THE DIGNITY OF BCIENTIFIC FARMING.

If I had some magic gift to bestow
it would be to make our country
youth see omne truth, namely: that
science as applied to the farm, the
garden and the forest has as splen-
did a dignity as astronomy; that it
may work just as many marvels and
claim as high an order of talent.
ineredulous when
they hear for the first time what
scientific training may mean as ap-
plied to the commonest and poorest
lands.

I saw two years since among the
sands of the Ardennes waste places
that had ben turned into luxuriant
gardens, heavy with dainty fruits.
The prodigy has been made easy by
science. The development of farm-
ing stations, the travgling instruc-
tor, a dozen years of experimenting,
popularized by private associations
and by the State, have brought both
theory and practice within the reach
of all. That the subtle processes of
chemistry ean turn the waste of the
tannery, the saw-mill, the hemp fac-
tory and the abattoir into the rich-
est dyes and fertilizers, delights the
mind, as it does to hear that a mod-
ern Prospero, like Lord Xelvin,
should transmute the smut and re-
fuse of Shoreditch alleys into cheap
and pleasant light for the surround-
ing dwellings of the workingmen.

THE PROFIT OF AGRICULTURE.

There is, perhaps, no story more
fascinating to the imagination than
that which in recent years tells the
rise of “intensive culture” as used
in the gardens and upon the farm.
The exploits of scientific tillage in
Belgium, the Jersey Islands, about
Paris, and in our own country, read
like a sorcerer’s book. Who would
believe that eight splendid crops
could be taken from the same piece
of land in the same year? We are
told that seventeen square miles are
used to support a single Indian if
he lives by hunting. This is one ex-
treme. The other extreme shows the
possibilities of science and eduea-
tion. In the fields of one of the
Jersey Isles, a population of thir-
teen hundred to the square mile is
now well nourished. In one case,
seventeen square miles is necessary
for a single life—in the other, a
single square mile maintaining thir-
teen hundred, or twenty-one thou-
sand times as many, in far greater
luxury.

Here in degree and in kind is a
ratio of progress so startling that
it upsets*all the older calculations
about the race in its food relations.
We were taught to think that the
amount of land area, its climate, fer-
tility and nearness to the market,
were of fundamental consequence. It
now appears that every one of these
conditions is likely to prove of rela-
slight importance. As for

climate, much of the most astonish-
ing busbandry goes on in regions
swholly unblessed by any unusual ad-
vantages, as in Vosges and in parts
of TFlemish Belgium. The Swiss,

upon a poor soil, have quadrupled

the hay tonnage.
Let me give a single quotation
from a man of science about this

work near Paris: “Fifty years ago

the ‘culture maraichere’ was quite
primitive. But now the Paris gar-
dener not only defies the soil—he
would grow the same crops on an
asphalt pavement—he defies climate.
His walls, which are built to reflect
light and to protect the wall-trees
from the northern winds, his wall-
tree shades and glass protectors, his
frames and pepinieres have made a
real garden, a rich southern garden,
out of the suburbs of Paris. He has
given to Paris the ‘two degrees less
of latitude’ after which a French
scientific writer was longing; he sup-
plies his ecity with mountains of
grapes and fruit at any season, and
in the early spring he inundates and
perfumes it with flowers.- The cul-
ture of plain vegetables on a large
scale is spreading every year, and
the results are so good that there are
now practical maraichers who ven-
ture to maintain that if all the food,
animal and vegetable, necessary for
the 8,500,000 inhabitants of the de-
partments of Seine and Seine-et-
QOise had to be grown on their own
territory, it could be grown without
resorting to any methods of culture
than those already in use.”

THE SITUATION THAT COMFORTS US,

The great educational lesson of the
new century will be to show.us the
range and application of this prin-
ciple of the “intensive culture.” To
learn and to teach all that this means
of economic and political independ-
ence is a need almost as pressing
at the North as at the South.
Wherever the first surface richness
of the soil has ben wasted there is
neither real freedom nor progress
for you or for us apart from this
new culture. Its beginnings are in
such splendid evidence in your midst
that a troop of Northern educators
are constantly coming hither, not
first to teach but first to learn. It
is not the old ery, “Back to the land,”
but “Forward to science.”
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REVOLUTION IMMINENT.

A sure sign of approaching revolt
and serious trouble in your system
i8 mervousness, sleeplessness, or
stomach upsets. Electric Bitters
will quickly dismember the trouble-
some causes. It never fails to tone
the stomach, regulate the Kidneys
and Bowels, stimulate the Liver, and
clarify the blood. Rundown systems
benefit particularly and all the usual
attending aches vanish under its
searching and thorough effectiveness.
Electric Bitters is only 50¢, and that
is returned if it don’t give perfect

satisfaction.  Guaranteed by all
Druggists.
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WHEN IT’S UP, IT'S UP
for a long time, and you don't have to repalr Page
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SALEM IROR WORKS

SALEM N.C. L. S.A.

I Can Sell Your Farm

learn 3 . referenc O in 24 clties.
W. M. Ostrander, 1348 N. A. Bﬁ:.. ?Mpm.

Newspaper Job Office Bargain.

I have for sale an up-to date Newspa-
ver and -Job Office outfit, including one
Liberty Hand Press, one foot power Job
Press, one Acme Mailing Machine, fall
set of type, forms, el ctros, etc., neces--
.sary for a weekly vewsparer and j.b
cffice. All the is in good condition,
nearly new. Will be glad to correspond
with any one interested ,

A. J. MCKINNON,
Maxton, N. C.

Type For Sale.

A BIG BARGAIN.

The composition and press work of The
ressive Farmer is now beinF done under
contract with the Mutual Publishing Com-
, hence we can dispose of our entire out-
Et of body type, which we offer at a bargain.
These type have been in use only two years
are properly distributed in cases, whic wiil
be sold with the type if desired. A sample
co,ry of the last issue printed from thesetype
will be mailed to any one wishing to pur-
chase. If interested, address
THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER,
Raleigh, N, C.
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INCUBATOR

'Winter Tourist Tickets

NOW ON SALE

Southern Railway

= To all the Principal Winter
: Resorts at

VERY LOW RATES.

THE RESORTS OF THE

South, Southeast and Southwest; also Cuba,
California and Mexico

Offer Many Inducements to the Tourist,

Some Prominent Resorts

Are Bt. Augustine, Palm Beach, Miami, Jackson-
ville, Tampa, Port Tampa, Brunswick, Savan-
nah, Thomasville, Charleston, Columbia,
Aiken, Augusta, Prnehurst, Camden,
Summerville,  Asheville,

Hot Springs,

“THE LAND OF THE BKY,”
AND ‘“BAPPHIRE (OUNTRY "'

TICKETS ON SALE
Up to and including April 30, 1903. limited to return
until May 81, 1908,
STOP-OVERS
Allowed at Important Points,

THROUGH ELEEPING CARS

Of the highest standard between principal citics
and resorts, -

DINING CAR SERVICE UNEXCELLED.

Ask nearest Ticket Agent for copy of * Winter
Homes in Summer Land.
W. A. TURK, $S. H. HARDWICK,
Pass, Traffic Mgr., Gen’] Pass, Agent,

Washington. D. ~  Washington, D 32




